or 


ers’ 


truth 


Vol.2,No0.12 


The liberation of the workers can only be 
the deed of the working class itself. 


: December 1974 


10 cents 


Layoffs Increase 
as Crisis Deepens 


As the economic situation wor- 
sens, larger numbers of workers are 
having to face layoffs. In the Un- 
ited States, the most alarming si- 
tuation has occurred in the auto 
industry where already hundreds of 
thousands have been thrown out of 


off in the U.S. by almost 50% from 
last year. 

The Chicago Tribune reports (12- 
19-74): 

With already announced production 

cuts by General Motors, Chrysler 

Corpe, and American Motors, long- 

term layoffs by the end of January 

will total 150,000 and temporary 
layoffs will affect more than 

105,000 workers. Chrysler was ex- 

pected to detail even more layoffs 

Friday. The total layoffs through- 

out the industry for January will 

exceed 300,000. 

With the estimated layoffs that will 
be in effect by January the number 
of laid off workers in auto will 
have reached 430%. 

The auto industry is one of the 
strongest pillars in the American 
economy. The four major auto manu- 
facturers have some type of facility 
in some 36 states. Immediate effects 
of the decline in auto will not 
merely be felt in Detroit. 

The auto industry will and is af- 
fecting: many other industries such 
aS steel producers. The auto indus- 
try uses 20% of all steel produced - 
within the United States. Steel has 
already felt some of the effects as 
18,000 workers have already been 
laid off at U.S. Steel. The steel 
industry is now being forced to 
raise prices to make up for lost 
Sales to auto. 

Two-thirds of all rubber produced 
in the United States is used by the 
auto industry. Almost all of the ma 
jor rubber manufacturers are plan 
ning major production cuts and lay- 
offs for the not so distant future. 


Uniroyal has already laid off 1,000 
workers in Detroit, while BeF. 
Goodrich has made plans to lay off 
2% of its labor force. 

‘75% of all plate glass produced 
in the U.S. is used by auto. Plant 


closings and major layoffs have 
already occurred in this industry. 

The auto industry international- 
ly has been hit by the crisis of 
overproduction. In Spain, SEAT, the’ 
largest auto. producer there, has 
accumulated a large overstock and 
is now planning major cutbacks in 
production. 

In Italy, Fiat, the largest manu- 
facturer there, has accumulated its 
largest overstock, 300,000 unsold ~ 
cars. Workers for Fiat are now on a 
shortened 43-day work week. Unions 
"representing" these workers have 
just negotiated a 25 day layoff as 
an alternative to the shortened 
work week (some alternative!). 
Fiat's sales within Italy have fal- 
len some 50%, while export sales 
have declined 20%. 

In Germany total sales are off 
20% from ‘last year. Volkswagen has 
laid off as many as 50,000 workers 
at a time for short periods. Bayer- 
ische Motoren Werke AG (BMW) has had 
its sales drop by 10%. Opel has had 
layoffs occuring continuously this 
year. Already production has been 
cut 38%. Ford of Germany is cutting 


- production by 40%. 


In France total sales in auto 
have dropped by 40%. Major layoffs— 
are in store. The auto industry has 
been in such bad shape the govern- 
ment was.forced to give it a 200 
million dollar loan to prevent total 
failure of certain companies. 


The cause of the crisis in auto, 
aS with the rest of the economy, 
is overproduction. The produced 
is overproduction. The capitalists 
internationally have simply pro- 
duced too much. In their drive to 
accumulate capital they have forced 
the working class to produce mas- 
Sive amounts of surplus-value. How- 
ever, today this surplus=value sits 
in storage bins a new car lots as 
material things. The saturation of 
the world market does not allow the 
capitalists to transform this sur- 
plus value into money capital which 
can then be reinvested in the capi- 
tal accumulation process. It is not 
Simply production which brings the 
capitalist his profits, but his ab- 
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ility to sell what he has produced, 
either to other capitalists, their 
governments or to the workers. The 
crisis, spurred on by rapid infla- 
tion has created a situation where 


workers who work in the auto indus- 


try, those who actually make the 
cars, cannot afford to buy one. The 
capitalists realize that to some ex- 
tent as they take more and more 
workers out of the productive pro- 
cess. However, they are also taking 
them out of the consumer market.But 
the capitalists cannot do anything 
about. Crises of overproduction and 
unemployment have been and always 
will be inherent features of the 
Capitalist mode of production. The 
development of the forces of produe- 
tion have for 60 years now been at 

a point where international regula- 
tion based on social need and not 
profit has been necessary. But the 
bourgeoisie as a class is inherently 
Separated into national blocs out to 
protect themselves and plunder the 
rest. Only we the working class, the 
INTERNATIONAL working class, can 
take hold of the means of produc- 
tion and make them into instruments 
to serve the needs of humanity. 

The left factions of capital - 

have reacted in a predictable man- 
ner. They all base themselves on 
the basis of the continued exis- 
tence Of capital and wage-labor. 
They, however, want the oppression 
and exploitation of the working 
class to be divided as equally as 
possible amongst all the workers. 
Thus, the feminists want to see 
the available work time split equal- 
ly among male and female workers. 
Black nationalists want it split 
between black and white workers. 
And of course there is always the 
Trotskyists with their monotonous - 
chantings for a "Sliding scale of 
wages and hours" (which is sugar- 
coating for a sliding scale of ex- 
ploitation). 

However, all these "solutions" are 
false and reactionary to the core. 
THERE IS NO SOLUTION TO THE CRISIS 
WITHIN THE CONTEXT OF CAPITALISM. 
Capital has shown how it "solves" 

continued on page 7 
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Much Ado About Busing 


-One of the illusions of bourgeois democracy is 
the belief that one can attain an improvement of 
the living conditions of the masses through a de- 
velopment of education and instruction by the rul- 
ing class and their institutions. The elevation 
-of the intellectual level of the great masses has, 
on the contrary, as a condition a better level 
of material life, which is incompatible with the 
capitalist regime; on the other hand, through its 
schools the bourgeoisie tries to spread just 
those ideologies which tend to prevent the masses 
from recognizing those institutions as obstacles 
to their emancipation. 
--Theses of the Abstentionist Communist 
Faction of the Italian Socialist Party 
May 1920 


The current busing controversy in Boston is in- 
dicative of two of the various methods that capi- 
tal uses to keep the working class in an ideologi- 
cal hammerlock and thus incapable of carrying out 
a unified struggle against capital. Through busing 
the capitalists have been able to carry out a doub- 
le-flanking attack on. the working class: racism 
from the right and democratic mystification from 
the left. In this way they have managed to keep 
white and black working class youth at each oth- 
er's throats while the exploitation of their par- 
ents continues unabated. 

RACISM 

"Divide and conquer" is a well-known maxim. It is 
one of the best means for the capitalists to main- 
tain their rule. Although racial divisions and an- 
imosities are fueled and reinforced by the capital- 
ists at all times, they are especially useful and 
shoved to the fore during periods of intensifying 
crisis when workers! needs compel them to move to- 
ward unified action against the bosses. Having 
given white workers a few more crumbs than black 
workers, the capitalists seek to turn white work- 
ers' fears and anger at the crisis-bred deteriora- 
tion of their living conditions away from the cap- 
italists and towards black workers. Since capital- 
ism is no longer an’ expanding system, but is in- 
Stead a decadent crisis-ridden ygde of production, 
it can no longer grant long lasting reforms. In- 
stead it offers the working class a constantly 
shrinking pie, forcing the workers td fight amongst 
themselves for jobs, wages, edugation, etc. It is 
here that racism is used to keep the class. divided 
against itself: black against white instead of wor 
workers against capital. However, as we stated in 
the "Manifesto of the Revolutionary Workers Group" 
(WORKERS TRUTH, March 1973): 

White workers must realize that the source of job 

insecurity, poor schools and crime in the streets 

is not the black workers, but the capitalist sys- 
tem itself. Likewise black workers must realize 
that racism exists not because white workers are 
inherently evil, but because of the capitalist 
system and the bourgeoisie's need to keep the 
working class divided. 


BUSING AND DEMOCRACY 

The democratic justification for busing is that 
it allows blacks the chance for an equal education 
with whites. It is true that black schools are Of 
a lower grade than white schools. This is one of 
the crumbs doled out to white workers. However, all 
working class schools under capitalism are low 
grade. They give working class youth an education 
that will prepare them to fit into society as a 
cog in the productive machinery. This "quality" ed- 
ucation is no real human education. Real education 
as to humanity's true history and relationship to 
nature will not be possible until the workers them- 
selves have taken over society and along with it 
education. Since the capitalists don't have the de- 
sire (or the ability for that matter) to give work- 
ing class youth a decent education, busing is just 
another democratic illusion to confuse and divide 
the working classe In reality only a few black 
youth get out of ghetto schools, and onty in order 
to get a not much better education. Likewise since 
there is only so much room in schools busing pro- 
grams mean that white working class youth are for- 
ced to go to the poorer quality ghetto schools. And 
in fact, the essential basis for proposing busing 
is a conception which is just as racist (although 
turned inside out) as the opposition to busing: 
that black youth will learn more because they are 
sitting in classrooms with whites. 

The end result of busing is lousy education for 
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everyone and dissension and division within the 
working class. However, we do not support the cap- 
italist.opponents of busing any more than we sup« 
port its proponents. For their solution is the 
maintenance of the status quo, whose end result is 
likewise lousy education for everybody and dissen- 
sion and division within the working class. 
DEFENSE OF WORKERS AND THE STATE 

While various factions of the capitalist left 
call on various departments of the capitalist state 
to defend black youth from racist attacks, we as 
revolutionaries must point out that no capitalist 
institution can or will defend workers except as a 
rancher defends his cattle. That is in order to 
maintain their existence until he is ready to send 
them to the slaughter. Neither the police nor the 
army nor even the unions are defenders of the work- 
ing class. One need only look at wildcat strikes to 
see how all three join together if necessary to 


crush the independent movement of the workers. The 
task of these institutions is to discipline and 
control the workers both within and without the 
workplace. : 
OUR PERSPECTIVE 

As the various capitalist factions line up pro 
and con on the busing issue, revolutionaries must 
come forward in direct opposition to the illusions 
which the capitalists are trying to sow. Busing is 
not the issue. The education of our children and 
their right and ours to a decent human existence 
are what's important; and that's something which 
can not be carried out under this system. Only “ 
when the working class the world over has freed 
itself from the yoke of capitalist exploitation 
will we be able to construct a society where edu- 
cation can be. carried out in a fully human way 
for the first time in ‘history, where the racism 
which is currently ripping Boston apart will have 
no material basis. Illusory issues like "to bus or 
not to bus'' ARE NOT THE QUESTION and only serve to 
keep us from carrying out the historic tasks: and 
goals of our class: the abolition of capital and 
the creation of a society of freely associated 
producers. 


Future issues of WORKERS' TRUTH will contain further 
articles on the questions of busing and education, 
in particular articles dealing with the pseudo-so- 
cialists of the capitalist left on both sides of 

the busing question. 


In bourgeois society the school has three princi- 
pal tasks to fulfill. First, it inspires the com- 
ing generation of workers with devotion and re- 
spect for the capitalist regime. Secondly, it 
creates from the young of the ruling classes "cul- 
tured" controllers of the working population. 
Thirdly, it assists capitalist production in the 
application of sciences to technique, thus in- 
creasing capitalist profits. 

me --N. Bukharin & E. Preobrazhensky 
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In a few months, in the space of 
a summer, the situation of French 
capital has abruptly worsened. 

While at the beginning of the summer 
Prime Minister Chirac triumphantly 
declared "France is spared", a 

flood of bankruptcies among small 
companies, a sudden flare-up of un- 
employment and the increase in the 
rate of inflation, have provoked a 
wave Of panic in the capitalist 
class. "We are ineluctably heading 
towards an economic crisis the full 
extent of which no one can imagine. 
We are living at the end of a 
world", declared Edouard Leclerc, 
the shopkeepers Croesus. (ENTERPRISE 
No. 992) At the present time, bour- 
geois economists do not see the 
‘French economy coming out of the 
mess it's in before 1980 or even 
1990. 1929 is constantly evoked; 

the irresistible crash of the stock 
market, which deepened during the 
holidays (August) led an officiak 
paper which records the formation 
and dissolution of companies (PETIT- 
ES AFFICHES, No. 103) to assert: 

"We are precisely in the same situa- 
tion as in 1929, with the cushions 
and pads into the bargain. We are 
living through a silent and delayed 
crashee.Any other way Of looking at 
the situation is a self delusion." 
THE WORLD CRISIS STRIKES FRENCH 
CAPITAL 

The French bourgeoisie therefore 
is not under any illusions: the fu- 
ture will not be rosy. If "France 
is spared", it is only until the 
end of the year. It is "spared" be- 
cause France apparently holds more 
trump-cards than England and Italy: 
a(still) stable currency, relatively 
"moderate" inflation (15% against 
16.5% for England, 20% for Italy 
and 40% for Japan), and above alla 
rate of growth which is still clear- 
ly positive (4.75%) while many other 
countries are beneath "zero growth" 
GUS eA 3 -2.7%3 GeBe: -6%3 Japan: ; 
-6.5%).» France also has the advan- 
tage of being less dependent on the 
world market: a very diversified 
agricultural production reduces im- 
ports; the share of imports in the 
nation's industry is only 15% 
(against 20% in Germany). It is this 
which makes it possible for the 
French bourgeoisie to hope that it 
will only be struck by the crisis at 
a later time, as was the case after 
1929 (the crisis really hit France 
from 1932). 

For the moment, the giant compan- 
ies seem to still have some good 
times ahead: Peugeot hired 800 work- 
ers at Mulhouse and Berliet -- 
which has opened markets in the 
Middle East -- 1000 workers. Em- 
ploying the war cry of the bourgeoi- 
sie in a period of crisis --"ex- 
port" -- -- these firms are part of 
the 100 companies which account for 
40% of exportse The steel industry 
is operating at maximum capacity and 
the armaments industry is flooded 
with orders. It is this situation 
which the head of the C.N.P.F. (The 
Employers association), Ceyrac, re- 
flected, when he said at the begin- 
ning of September: "the economic si- 


The Irresistible Fall 


of French Capital 


tuation of France is still excep- 
tionally good compared to all other 
countries, including the United 
States." 

Nevertheless, ominous noises are 
heard within the ranks of big busi- 
ness. The past few months have seen 
the bankruptcy of the Titan-Coder 
Trailer factories, putting 2,700 
workers on the unemployment rolls; 
the retirement of the liner France. 
the symbol of the expansion of 
French capital at the beginning of 
the 60's, which involved the layoff 
of 2,000 sailors, who have been ask- 
ed to look for work in the hotel 
trade. The layoff of 6,000 workers 
at SNIAS (ex-Sud’ Aviation) has also 
been announced. During the past 
year dark clouds have been gather- 
ing over the automobile industry 
(Citroen) and the woolen industry 
(-20% in the space of a year at the 
beginning of the summer): thousands 
of layoffs await the workers in 
these industries. Henceforth, if 
not immediately, "zero growth" or 
rather negative growth will become 
a reality. 

On the financial plane, to be 
blunt, total ruin beckons over a 
more Or less short term. While mar- 
kets shrink like wool sweaters in a 
rainstorm, only leaving room for the 
strongest (USA, W. Germany, Japan), \ 
while world trade slackens, while 
the role of exports _in the French © 
economy decreases, the share of im- 
ports continues to grow in value. 
Because of the increased cost of 
raw materials, the trade deficit 
is already 11.7 billion Francs. Ac- 
cording to the OECD a positive trade 
balance will not be reestablished 
at the end of 1975, which means, at 
some point, an Italian style bank- 
ruptcy. ; 

That point will not be long in 
coming. Already, according to bour- 
geois commentators, the French 
stock market faces its "black Sep- 
tember" (a 30% fall irf the value of 
French shares in less than a year). 
The magazine ENTERPRISE even speaks 
of the danger of a new Herstatt in 
France, in the face of the bank 
failures in the United States and 
above all in Germany. The finan- 
cial crash is already here even if 
it is still "silent and delayed." 

The situation is so grave for 
France, as it is for all the other 
capitalist powers, that a meeting of 
the representatives of internation- 
al big business took place at the 
Chateau de Champs-sur-Marne with a 
view to establishing exchange con- 
trols and aiding failing banks: 
like a house of cards, the bankrupt- 
cy of one capitalist power can only 
lead to the bankruptcy of all the 
otherse The relatively "privileged" 
position of French capital, if one 
bears in mind the catastrophic situ- 
ation of England, of Italy (Fiat's 
production down 20% in a year) or 
even Japan (the recent collapse of 
an important electronics trust), 
will therefore be of very short 
duration. 

THE FIRST VICTIMS: THE MIDDLE AND 
SMALL BOURGEOISIE 
A) Small and medium sized compan- 
ies 

At the same time as Ceyrac spoke 
so triumphantly, Gingembre, the 
spokesman for the PME (small and 
medium sized companies) said: 


"Credit restrictions constitute a 
slow strangulation for manufactur- 
ing companies, which must ineluct- 
‘ably lead to total unemployment and 
then to legal liquidation or to 
bankruptcy." The deflationary policy 
carried out by Giscard, and which 
is characterized by a rise in in- 
terest rates and a blocage of cre- 
dit to the PME by the banks, has 
led to a flood of bankruptcies (An- 
nonay tanneries, La Prairie in Cha- 
rente). Durafour, the Minister of 
Labour, acknowledges that the dos- 
Siers of two hundred small compan- 
ies are in his hands. Declarations 
of bankruptcy multiply and the Cabi- 
nets de Syndics are flooded (6,000 
bankruptcies in a year -- up 23% ov-= 
er 1973) e 
Until now the discontent of the 
small employers is expressed verbal- 
ly, in the columns of L'Aurore or Le 
Nouvel Observateur. It is the pea- - 
sants and small shopkeepers who have 
been-in the forefront this summer' 
with their explosions of violence 
(it is noteworthy that for sometime 
past the student petite bourgeoisie 
has no longer held the first rank in 
this regard). 
B) The Peasants 
In France, as in the whole EEC, it 
is the peasants who are being talked 
about. In merely one year the glo- 
bal income of peasants has fallen 
by 15%. They have therefore descend- 
ed onto the roads with their trac- 
tors or attacked police stations, as 


~in Gorsica. Flattened by inflation, 


they have demanded higher agricul- 
tural prices, while the government 
carries out a price freeze. A stra- 
tum condemned to ruin by big busi+. 
ness, the peasants attempt to sur- 
vive by clinging to their national 
capital: they ask the bourgeoisie to 
close the frontiers and, in order 
to obtain this, attack foreign 
truckers who are transporting agri- 
cultural goods. In short, what they 
ask of their masters is to survive; 
that the "national" bourgeoisie, in 
a word, be protectionist. 

In any case, for the moment at 
least, big business has no intention 
of raising agricultural prices. (The 
German and Dutch bourgeoisie are 
even more intransigent than the 
French bourgeoisie. In the recent 
negotiations at Brussels, they have 
imposed a maximum 5% rise in the 
price of agricultural goods). The. 
bourgeoisie must now strangle infla- 


tion in order to prevent, at the . 
same time, financial bankruptcy and 


an explosion of the proletariat. 


However, when this sleeping giant -- 
the proletariat -- becomes threat- ~*- 
ening, the bourgeoisie will not 
hesitate to grant, despite its im- 
mediate interests, what the peasan-.. 
try demands: a rise in agricultural 
prices. It will then be a question, 
for the bourgeoisie, of finding al- 
lies against the proletariat. 
C) The Shopkeepers | 
For the shopkeepers, the same 
things have led, not to a confronta- 
tion with the State, but to a con- 
flict between big and small com- 
mercee The crisis, which manifests 
itself through an increase in their © 
taxes, the more or less authoritar- 
ian freeze of prices (the campaign 
for a 5% voluntary reduction -in ie 
prices carried on by the government), 
continues on pees 7. 
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PREFACE 

This report continues the anal- 
ysis of the crisis and the class 
struggle in Britain taken up in 
nose 1 and 2 of WORLD REVOLUTION 
(the article in no. 1, "The Crisis 
in Britain" was published in nos. 
7-10 of WORKERS' TRUTH). In those 
articles we trace the deepening of 
the crisis of British capital in the 


form of spiralling inflation, bank- 


ruptcies and declining competitive- 
ness On the world market. Faced with 
this disastrous situation the bour- 
geoisie has resorted to numerous 
Strategems to try to shore up the 
tottering economy -- two general el- 
ections in a year, the three day 
week, nationalism, and the Social 
Contract which pledges co-operation 
between the Labour Party and the un- 
ions to prevent strikes. Up until 
recently the working class in Bri-. 
tain has remained largely quiet in 
the face of this barrage of mysti- 
fication: the widespread militancy 
of 1972 underwent a certain lull in 
1975 and the first part of 1974. 


But as we wrote in WR2: "some recent’ 


strikes have shown signs of herald- 
ing a new wave of industrial strug- 
gle. In the steel industry, on the 
Oil refineries and the docks, and 
most recently in the car industry, 
there have been large unofficial 
strikes, and in the strikes at Ford 
(Halewood and Dagenham) workers were 
Openly asserting their opposition 

to the social contract". The subse- 
quent explosion of strikes in Scot- 
land have been an even more striking 
Sign that the class struggle in Bri- 
tain is once again on an ascendant 
path. 


‘THE STRIKES AND THE REACTION OF THE 


BOURGEOISIE 

In Scotland this October their was 
a wave Of strikes of workers in key 
industries on a scale unknown since’ 
the end of the First World War. 
The strikes were centered in West 
Central Scotland, particularly in 
Glasgow, which was almost in a gen- 
eral strike situation: strikes by 
Sewage workers, dustmen, bus and 
tube drivers, teachers, plus workers 
at the Hoover and Rolls Royce fac- 
tories brought the city to a virtu- 
al standstill, while the strike by 
lorry drivers had profound effects 
on the WHOLE of the Scottish econ- 
omy. A total of 35,000 workers were 
actually on strike, with another 
100,000 laid off as a result. 

All the strikes were unofficial. 


‘Their crippling intensity sent TGWU 
-boss Jack Jones scurrying up to 


Scotland to try to get the workers 
to return to work in order to honor 
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the "social contract", while a num- 
ber. of less important local offi- 
cials expressed a violent opposition 
to the strikes and had heated argu- 
ments with the strike committees. 
The trade unions and the Labour Par- 
ty were extremely concerned that 
such a strike wave should occur so 
soon after a Labour victory in the 
elections, since the Labour overn- 
ment has the specific role of trying 


to ensure social peace by co-operat- 
ing with the unions in order to , 


smother the class struggle. The 
right wing factions of the bourgeoi- 
sie, such as the Tories and the 
Confederation of British Industry 
did not hesitate to use the strikes 
as a Stick with which to beat the 
Labour Party; according to them the 
Labour government can only encourage 
"extremism" in the trade unions and 
cannot really guarantee the Social 
Contract. Labour is naturally anxi- 
ous to show that it CAN do so, that 
it is truly the party of national 
unity. The Labour Minister of Educa- 
tion Reg Prentice accused strikers 
against threshold agreements of 
"cheating"; both the Department of 
Employment and the AEUW condemned 
the wage increases granted to Rolls 
Royce workers; others have warned 
against "wage inflation" being pro 
voked by such strikes. 

Another tactic of the Labour Party 
was to blame the Scottish National- 
ists for encouraging the strikes, 
by their continual talk of separa- 
tion from the English economy and 
by holding out the prospect of an 
unprecedented boom just as soon as 
Scotland gains control of the oil- 
bonanza now being developed on the 
North Coast. But while these devel- 
Opments have brought slight tempor- 
ary improvements in the Scottish ec- 
onomy the strikers made no attempt 
to pose the question. of separation 
from Britain in order to get their 
hands on the oil profits. Their de- 
mand was for more money now -=- ev- 
erywhere the strikers came up witn 
Similar or- identical‘ demands, for 
&b10 - 515 a week wage increases, and 
such demands are clearly part of the 
attempt of the working class as a 
whole to defend its living standards 
against the effects of the economic 
crisis. This strike was not a "Scot- 
tish" phenomenon but a moment in the 
development of the international 
class struggle. For its part, the 
Scottish Nationalist Party hyster- 
ically called for the troops to be 
sent in to break the strikes, which 
is good enough evidence for the 
WORKING CLASS basis of the strikes, 
(Compare the S.N.P.'s attitude to 
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that of the Ulster loyalist parties 
who put themselves at the head of 
the Ulster strike last May. This 
was a strike called by the Protes- 
tant "Ulster Workers Council" to 
protest against a reorganization of | 
the Ulster constitution granting 
certain rights to the Catholic mi- 
nority. Although it brought the Ul- _ 
ster economy to a halt its reaction- 
ary aims won it the general support 
Of all loyalist factions. See WORK-— 
ERS VOICE no. 12 "Will The Real ; 
Workers Councils Please Stand Up") 
and the capitalist nature of the SNP. 
These various factions of the ; 
bourgeoisie -- Unions, Labour, Tor- 
ies, S.N.-P. -- perhaps recognized 
more quickly than the workers the 
POLITICAL importance of these 
strikes. They ARE a definite chal- 
lenge to the Social Contract and 
show that the working class is re- 
sisting the attempts of the capi- 
talists to make it pay for the cri- 
Sis. They show how little the offi- 
cial union bureaucrats are able to 
contain the movement of the élass, 
and for all their limitations con- 
tained signs of a genuine autonomy 
in the workers' struggles. And it is 
this autonomous movement of the 
class -- autonomous from unions and 
shop stewards, bourgeois parties of 
left and right, and in open pursuit 
of class interests -- which is the 
chief nightmare of the bourgeoisie 
in this period. This movement not 
only fatally weakens the attempts of 
the bourgeoisie to "guide" the cri- 
Sis in the direction it needs it to 
go, (increased exploitation, mobili- 
zation for war) but also contains 
within it the seeds of the COMMUNIST 
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movement of the proletariat, the li- 


quidation of the class rule of the 
bourgeoisie. 
THE ORGANIZATION OF THE STRUGGLE 
This. movement is still a very un- 
even one, aS can be guaged by the 
nature of the Scottish strike wave 
and by the forces of organization 
that it threw up. Thus is we exam- 
ine the composition of the variaus 
strike committees involved, there 
are important divergences in the de- 
gree Of autonomy achieved in the 
struggle. At Rolls Royce, a factory 
where the trade unions have been 
well entrenched for many years, the 
strike committee emerged automatic- — 
ally from the plants shop steward 
committee. Apart from some angry 
scenes among the workers at the end 
of the strike, with some wanting to 
go back and others wanting to stay 
out, it was a largely passive strike 
with the workers being called out 
by the stewards and sent home to 
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ait the outcome of the stewards 
gotiations. At Hoover the story 
is similar, though here the shop 
ewards strike committee put into 
eration the formal protocol of 
‘ade union "democracy" with mass 
setings and so one All these meth- 
is are typical of "unofficial" 
“ade unionist strikes which the 
sewards are past masters at lead- 
ig and controlling. 
In other strikes, however, there 
4s more independent action by the 
yrkers. The bus and tube drivers 
lashed with their stewards over 
1e latters acceptance of the man- 
gement's pay offer, while the 
>achers elected an unofficial Ac- 
ion Committee of delegates from 
arious schools and often expressed 
ati-union sentiments in their meet- 
ag8, although in this instance the 
sachers union, the Edueation Insti- 
jte of Scotland, succeeded in un- 
srmining the Action Committee by ~ 
aking up its demand for a bl5 a 
sek increase for all teachers. 
‘But the strike which showed the 
9st autonomy and militancy was that 
f the lorry drivers. Beginning with 
ne advantages of not being encum- 
ered by shop stewards, they were 
mediately able to form their own 
trike committee from scratch, and 
his emerged from the developing 
ovement as depot after depot came 
ut and the normally isolated driv- 
rs sought to unify their struggle. 
his strike committee took responsi- 
ility for a number of tasks, in- 
luding that of deciding which sup- 
lies should be delivered throughout 
cotland (eg medical supplies were 
ade a special case); and it seems 
o have undergone continual rotation 
s different workers became invalved 
ith it. Consequently no permanent 
leaders" arose and no one was put 
Oorward as a recognizable ''spokes-— 
an"' for press or T.V. Since it is 
time honored method of the media 
© recuperate militant leaders by 
solating them from the rank and 
ile and making them "celebrities", 
he drivers' precautions against 
his happening were well-advised. 
‘he lorry drivers also had some vi- 
ylent physical clashes with union 
ureaucrats, and they were the fore- 
iost of all the Scottish strikers 
n trying to spread the strike to 
mglish drivers. 
THE LIMITATIONS OF THE STRUGGLE 
_ Despite these signs of autonomy, 
and despite the devastating effect 
9f the strikes, the most SIGNIFI- 
SANT aspect of the strikes, is real- 

“in what they FAILED to achieve. 
as the wage demands of the 

rikes tended to be taken up by 

1 the sectors involved, there 

is no attempt to link the strikes 

gether in any concrete sense -- 


no joint demonstrations, no central- 
ization of strike committees, even 
though all the strikes were going 
on at the same time in the same 
areae Similarly there was. no move- 
ment to SYSTEMATICALLY and CON- 


-SCIOUSLY generalize the struggle to 


other sectors of the working class. 
Some dilettantes will argue that 
this is because the workers CANNOT 
in the decadent era of capitalism, 
unite around wage demands, that 
mass struggles only. break out when 
there are no consciously formulated 
demands but only a "will" to strug- 
gle. But such arguments ignore the 
whole history of mass strikes and 
uprisings which, providing certain 
preconditions are fulfilled, can 
break out around Specific wage de- 
mands but which go- well beyond such 
demands into an open confrontation 
with the state» Those preconditions 
are basically the depth:and extent 


of the capitalist crisis at all lev- 
els of society. When the crisis 
reaches a point where the condition 
of the working class is becoming 
unbearable» when the ruling class 
has reached the end of its tether, 
when the workers clearly see the 
bankruptcy of the system -- then 

the "day to day struggle" of the 
class takes on a different quality 
and propels the working class into 
generalized struggles which challen- 
ge the very fabric of the social 
order. 

While world capitalism as a whole 
is steadily moving toward that 
point, the unfolding of the crisis, 
particularly in the advanced coun- 
tries which have more mechanisms 


- for decelerating its effects, has 


still some way to go. The workers 
are aware of the, need to struggle 
but not yet fully aware that nothing 
can be gained by .the old methods -- 
by sectional struggles, by delegat- 
ing leadership to the stewards, and 
so one It is becoming apparent that 
so-called "victories" won by this 
or that sector of the class can at 
best only be temporary, or will be 
won at the expense of more speed-up, 
attacks on other sectors, and so on. 
But as long as SOME leeway for sec- 
tional struggles remains, the illu- 
sions of sectionalism will remain, 
and workers will not recognize the 
necessity of taking’ the struggle 
further. 
THE ROLE OF THE SHOP STEWARDS 

In this situation, the stewards 
are able to dominate or control the 
majority of strikes. Because they 
are far closer to the rank and file 
than the higher union bureaucrats, 
because their own interests are so 
closely identified with the section- 
al "interests" of "their" workers, 
they are able to put themselves for- 
ward aS real, militant defenders of 
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the workers-interests. But in fact 
the stewards can only remain appen- 
dages of the unions and thus of cap- 
italism; their overall interests are 
indissolubly linked to the survival 
of capital, however such stewards 
may be in favor of its REORGANIZA- 
TION. The stewards no less than the 
union bureaucrats have a stake in. 
preventing strikes from getting out 
of their control, spreading autono- 
mously to all sectors of the class, 
or leading the working class to vi- 


olent. confrontations with the state. 


The stewards cannot go beyond sec- 
tional interests in a period when 
the working class doesn't HAVE sec- 
tional interests: today the only 
real interests of the class are its 
autonomous unification, its destruc- 
tion of the state and of capital. 
The stewards not only cannot be in- 
struments in this unification, they 
can only oppose it, only seek to 
divide and fragment the working 
class and perpetuate sectional il- 
lusions. 

In Scotland the movement for uni- 
fication was ultimately limited by 
the uneven tempo of the crisis. But 
this cannot be seen in a mechanistic 
waye In the last few years mass 
struggles have cut across sectional 
lines, even at times when the eft ~ 
fects of the crisis were not as Sse- 
vere as they are today, - eg France 
'68, Italy and Argentina '69 and so 3s 
one The role of the stewards and © 
other "rank and file" capitalist 
agents must be seen aS a contribut- 
ing factor to the failure of the 
strikes to unite. There is no pos- 
sibility of steward dominated strike 
committees uniting in an indepen- 
dent mass struggle; any formal uni- 
fied bodies that might be set up by 
stewards in a more extreme situation 
would only have the aim of control- 
ling, diverting or destroying the 
struggle. Only by organizing OUTSIDE 
OF and AGAINST all union and shop 
steward structures can the workers 


deepen and unify their struggle. 
THE TASK OF REVOLUTIONARIES 
The main task of revolutionaries 
is to intervene in such manifesta- 
tions of the class struggle as oc- 
curred in Scotland and to point out © 
their most radical tendencies, ie 
all those tendencies which lead to- 
wards the autonomy and unity of the 
classe This is not because the work- 
ers can only gain "victories" and 
improvements in their living stan- 
dards by struggling in a self-organ- 
ized manner. On the contrary, com- 
munists must point out the impossi- 
bility of any real improvements un- 
der capitalism in crisis. The only 
gains for the proletariat as a 
whole in the contemporary class 
struggle are concerned with the de- 
velopment of the AWARENESS of its 
own historic interests; at the same 
time this awareness can only come 
through struggle, through the re- 
lentless fight the proletariat is 
forced to wage to defend itself in 
the face of the crisis. In struggle 
the workers develop an understand- 
ing of the role of the unions, the 
left capitalist parties, and the 
State; in struggle they come up 
against the historic bankruptcy of 
capitalism, the impossibility of 
reforms; and in struggle they devel- 
op the consciousness and capacity 
for self-organization which gives 
them the confidence that they can 
take power and re-organize world 
society. Revolutionaries advocate 
the maximum extension and indepen- 
dence of struggles because it is 
these aspects of the struggle which 
form an indispensable part of the 
proletariat's movement towards the 
‘communist revolution. 

--C.D. Ward (WORLD REVOLUTION) 
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_ The Transition from Capitalism 
to Communism 


ARCHIVES OF THE REVOLUTION is a 
regular feature of WORKERS' TRUTH. 
Each month we reprint for the ben- 
efit of our readers part or all of 
a particular speech, article or 
document from the vast and rich 
heritage of the revolutionary 
Marxist movement. In this issue we 
reprint "The Transition from Capi- 
talism to Socialism" by Vladimir 
Lenin. This is an excerpt from the 
pamphlet THE STATE AND REVOLUTION 
written by Lenin in August-Septem- 
ber 1917 on the eve of the Russian 
Revolution. This section explains 
the tasks and nature of the state 


Marx continued: 
Between capitalist and communist 
society lies the period of the 
revolutionary transformation of 
the one into the other. Correspon- 
ding to this is also a political 
transition period in which the 
state can be nothing but THE REV- 
OLUTIONARY DICTATORSHIP OF THE 
PROLETARIAT. 

Marx bases this conclusion on an an- 

‘alysis of the role played by the 

proletariat in modern capitalist so- 

ciety, on the data concerning the 
development of this society, and 

on the irreconcilability of the an- 

tagonistic interests of the prole- 

tariat and the bourgeoisie. 

Previously the question was put 
as follows: to.achieve its emanci- 
pation, the proletariat must over- 
throw the bourgeoisie, win politic- 
al power and establish its revolu- 
tionary dictatorship. 

Now the question is put somewhat 
differently: the transition from 
capitalist society -- which is de- 
veloping towards communism -- to 
communist society is impossible 
without a "political transition per- 
iod'', and the state in this period 
can only be the revolutionary dic- 
tatorship of the proletariat. 

What, then, is the relationship 
of this dictatorship to democracy? 

We have seen that the COMMUNIST 
MANIFESTO simply places side by side 
the two concepts: "to raise the pro- 
letariat to the position of the 
ruling class" and "to win the battle 
of democracy". On,the basis of all 
that has been said above, it is 
possible to determine more precise- 
ly how democracy changes in the 
transition from capitalism to com- 
munism. 

In capitalist society, providing 
it develops undér the most favor- 
able conditions, we have a more or 
less complete democracy in the dem- 
ocratic republic. But this democra- 
cy is always hemmed in by the nar- 
row limits set by capitalist. exploi- 
tation, and consequently always re- 
mains, in effect, a democracy for 
the minority, only for the proper- 


ere? classes, only for the rich. - 


in the period of transition from 
capitalism to communism: the dic- 
tatorship of the proletariat. It 
must be remembered that when Lenin 
speaks of democracy withering away 
with the advent of communism he is 
not talking about the workers los- 
ing their rights to a "Communist" 
clique as occurred in Russia. Dem- 
ocracy withers away only on a world 
scale and only when the rotation 
of administrative tasks among the 
entire populaee has become a so- 
cially ingrained habit. 

Also, Lenin fails to deal ade- 


quately with the integration of the 
: \ 


LS 


Freedom in capitalist society al- 
wayS remains about the same as it 
was in the ancient Greek republics: 
freedom for the slave-owners. Owing 
to the conditions of capitalist ex- 
ploitation, the modern wage slaves 
are so crushed by want and poverty 
that "they cannot be bothered with 
democracy", "cannot be bothered with 
politics"; in the ordinary, peace- 
ful course of events, the majority 
of the population is debarred from 
participation: in public and politic- 
al life. ; 

The correctness of this statement 
is perhaps most clearly confirmed 
by Germany, ‘because constitutional 
legality steadily endured there for 
a remarkably long time -- nearly 
half a century (1871-1914) -- and 
during this period the Social-Demo- 


crats were able to achieve far more 


than in other countries in the way 
of "utilizing legality", and organ- 
ized a larger proportion of the 
workers into -a political party than 
anywhere else in the world. 

What is this largest proportion of 
politically ‘conscious and active 
wage Slaves that has so far been re- 
corded in capitalist society? One 
million members of the Social-Demo- 
cratic Party -- out of fifteen mil- 
lion wage-workers! Three million or- 
ganized in trade unions -- out of 
fifteen million! 

Democracy for: an insignificant 
minority, democracy for the rich -- 
that is the democracy of capitalist 
society. If we look more closely 
into the machinery of capitalist de- 
mocracy, we see everywhere, in the 
"petty" -- supposedly petty -- de- 
tails of the suffrage (residential 
qualification, exclusion of women, 
etce), in the technique of the rep- 
resentative institutions, in the ac- 
tual obstacles: to the right of as- 
sembly (public’ buildings are not 
for "paupers"!), in the purely cap- 
italist organization of the daily 
press, etce, etcCe--we See restric- 
tion after restriction upon demo- 
cracye These restrictions, excep- 
tions, exclusions, obstacles for 
the poor seem slight, especially in 


middle classes into production af- 
ter the revolution. This is because 
the large mass of admen, bureaucrats 
and other white collar "workers" 
did not exist at that time as they 
do today. The working class will 
thus have the difficult task of 
socially and consciously integrat- 
ing these elements into production 
and social life. They will do this 
not through the edicts ‘and ukases 
of a bureaucratic ruling party, 

but through the active work of the 
mass organs of the working class, 
the workers' councils. 


the eyes of one who has never known 
want himself and has never been in 
close contact with the oppressed 
classes in their mass life (and 
nine out of ten, if not ninety-nine 
out of a hundred, bourgeois publi- 
cists and politicians come under 
this category); but in their sum 
total these restrictions exclude 
and squeeze out the poor from poli- 
tics, from active participation in 
democracye 

Marx grasped this ESSENCE of cap- 
italist democracy splendidly when, 
in analysing the experience of the 
Commune, he said that the oppressed 
are allowed once every few years to 
decide which particular representa- 
tives of the oppressing class shall 
represent and repress them in par- 
liament! 

But from this capitalist democra- 
cy--that is inevitably narrow and 
stealthily pushes aside the poor, 
and is therefore hypocritical and 
false through and through--forward 
development does not proceed simply, 
directly and smoothly, towards 
"greater and greater democracy", as. 
the liberal professors and petty- 
bourgeois opportunists would have » 
us believe. No, forward develop- 
ment, ie, development towards com-. 
munism, proceeds through the dic- 
tatorship of the proletariat, and 
cannot do otherwise, for the RESIS- 
TANCE of the capitalist exploiters 
cannot be BROKEN by anyone else or 
in any other way. 

And the dictatorship of the prole- 
tariat, ie, the organization of the 
vanguard of the oppressed as the 
ruling class for the purpose of 
suppressing the oppressors, cannot 
result merely in an expansion of 
democracye SIMULTANEOUSLY with an 
immense expansion of democracy, 
which FOR THE FIRST .TIME becomes 
democracy for the poor, democracy 
for the people, and not democracy ° 
for the money-bags, the dictator- 
ship of the proletariat imposes a 
series of restrictions on the free- 
dom of the oppressors, the exploit- 
ers, the capitalists. We must sup- 
press them in order to free human- 
ity from wage slavery, their resis- 


tance must be crushed by force; it | 
is clear that there is no freedom 
and no democracy where there is sup- 
pression and where there is violence. 
Engels expressed this splendidly in 
his letter to Bebel when he said, as 
the reader will remember, that "the 
proletariat needs the state, not in 
the interests of freedom but in or- 
der to hold down its adversaries, 
and as soon as it becomes possible 
to speak of freedom the state as 
such ceases to exist." 

Democracy for the vast majority of 
the people, and suppression by 
force, ie, exclusion from democracy, 
of the exploiters and oppressors of 
the people--this is the change de- 
mocracy undergoes during the TRANSI- 
TION from capitalism to communism. 

Only in communist society, when 
the resistance of the capitalists 
has been completely crushed, when 
. the capitalists have disappeared, 
when there are no classes (ie, when 
there is no distinction between the 
members of society as regards their 
relation to the social means of pro- 
duction), ONLY then "the Stateece. 
ceases to exist", and "IT BECOMES 
POSSIBLE TO SPEAK OF FREEDOM". Only 
then will a truly complete democracy 
become possible and be realized, a 
democracy without any exceptions 
whatevere And only then will demo- 
‘eracy begin to WITHER AWAY, owing 
to the simple fact that, freed from 
capitalist slavery, from the untold 
horrors, savagery, absurdities and 
infamies of capitalist exploitation, 
people will gradually BECOME ACCUS- 
TOMED to observing the elementary 
rules of social intercourse that 
have been known for centuries and 
repeated for thousands of years in 
all copy-book maxims. They will be- 
come accustomed to observing them 
without force, without coercion, 
without subordination, WITHOUT THE 
SPECIAL APPARATUS for coercion. cal- 
led the state. 

The expression "the state WITHERS 
AWAY" is very well chosen, for it 
indicates both the gradual and the 
spontaneous nature of the process. 
Only habit can, and undoubtedly 


will, have such an effect; for we 
see around us on millions of occa- 
sions how readily people become ac- 
customed to observing the necessary 
rules of social intercourse when 
there is no exploitation, when there 
‘is nothing that arouses indignation, 
-evokes protest, and revolt, and cre- 
ates the need for SUPPRESSION. 

And so in capitalist society we 
have a democracy that is curtailed, 
wretched, false, a democracy only 
for the rich, for the minority. The 
dictatorship of the proletariat, the 
period of transition to communism, 
will for the first time create de- 
mocracy for the people, for the ma- 
jority, along with the necessary 
suppression of the exploiters, the 
minority. Communism alone is cap- 
able of providing really complete 
democracy, and. the more complete it 
is, the sooner. it will become un- 
necessary and wither away Of its 
Own accord. 

In other words, under capitalism 
we have the state in the proper 
Sense Of the word, that is, a spe- 
cial machine for the suppression of 
One class by another, and, what is 
more, Of the majority by the minor- 
ity. Naturally, to be successful, 
such an undertaking as the system- 
atic suppression of the exploited 
majority by the exploiting minor- 
ity calls for the utmost ferocity 
and savagery in the matter of sup- 
pressing, it calls for seas of 
blood, through which mankind is ac- 
tually wading its way in slavery, 
serfdom and wage labor. 

Furthermore, during the TRANSI- 
TION from capitalism to communism 
suppression is STILL necessary, but 
it is now the suppression of the 
exploiting minority by the exploit- 
ed majority. A special apparatus, a 
Special machine for suppression, 
the 'state", is STILL necessary, 
but this is now a transitional 
state. It is no longer a state in 
the proper sense of the word; for 
the suppression of the minority of 
exploiters by the majority of the 
wage Slaves of YESTERDAY is com- 
paratively so easy, simple and na- 


‘tural a task that it will entail 


far less bloodshed than the suppres. 


Sion of the risings of slaves, 
serfs or wage-laborers, and it will 
cost mankind far less. And it is” 
compatible with the extension of 
democracy to such an overwhelming 
majority of the population that the 
need for a SPECIAL MACHINE of sup- 
pression will begin to disappear. 
Naturally, the exploiters are un- 
able to suppress the people without 
a highly complex machine for pers. 
forming this task, but THE PEOPLE 
can suppress the exploiters even 
with a very Simple "machine", al- 
most without a "machine", without a 
special apparatus, by the simple 
ORGANIZATION OF THE ARMED PEOPLE 
(such as the Soviets of Workers' and 
Soldiers! Deputies, we would re- 
mark, running ahead). 

Lastly, only communism makes the 
state absolutely unnecessary, for 
there is NOBODY to be suppressed-- 
"nobody" in the sense of a CLASS, 
of a systematic struggle against a 
definite section of the population. 
We are not utopians, and do not in 
the least deny the possibility and 
inevitability of excesses on the 
part of INDIVIDUAL PERSONS, or the 
need to stop SUCH excesses. In the 
first place, however, no special 
machine, no special apparatus of 
suppression, is needed for this; 
this will be done by the armed peo- 
ple themselves, as simply and as 
readily as any crowd of civilized 
people, even in modern society, in- 
terferes to put a stop to a scuffle 
or to prevent a woman from being as- 
saulted. And, secondly, we know that 
the fundamental social cause of ex- 
cesses, which consist in the viola- 
tion of the rules of social inter- 
course, is the exploitation of the 


people, their want and their pover- 


tye With the removal of this chief 
cause, excesses will inevitably be- 
gin to “WITHER AWAY". We do not know 
how quickly and in what succession, 
but we do know they will wither aw- 
ay. With theirwithering away the 
state will also WITHER- AWAY. 
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and the credit freeze, has led to 
bankruptcies among small shopkeep- 
ers. While last year, their discon- 
tent was directed against the state 
(assaults on tax collectors, fights 
with the CRS), this time it is turn- 
ed against the big stores, charged 
with all the sins in the world. 
Against small scale commerce symbol- 
ized by Nicoud, the big stores, 
through their spokesman Leclerc, 
demand the abolition of the Royer 
law, which favors the small shop- 
keepers and limits, if not stops, 
the spread of big stores. 

This is the meaning of the vio- 
lent confrontations between the 
troops of Nicoud and Leclerc which 
broke out at Rochefort over the ex- 
tension of the Leclerc stores. The 
fact that Nicoud's troops had the 
worst of it is significant: it 
shows the ineluctable disappearance 
of a stratum of small shopkeepers 
who are parasites on the capitalist 
system of distribution. The capi- 
talist state, which supports price 
reductions in order to, at the same 
time, struggle against inflation ; 
and remove the workers' anger at.. 
galloping price rises, can now only 
favor (after having favored last 
year, for electoral reasons, the 
small shopkeepers through the Royer 
law) the development of the big dis- 
tributors who, by their concentra- 
tion, can allow smaller profit mar- 
gins: and,therefore lower. -pricese | 
- It is noteworthy ‘that during these 


events neither the peasants nor the’ 


shopkeepers thought of attacking 
the proletariat or making the work- 
ers responsible for the present sis 
tuation. The peasant organizations, 
Nicoud and Leclerc ceaselessly pro- 
claimed that they were the best de- 
fender of the courageous working 
class consumer. Pretty words and 
free distribution of wine and meat 
alternated during these events. 
D) And the Proletariat? 

The fear that the proletariat in- 


‘spires, the spectre of 68, explains 


why the bourgeoisie has not yet di- 
rectly attacked it. Until now the 
French working class has kept its 
old standard of living despite in- 
flation. According to economists the 
average rise in wages for 1974 will 
be 20% compared to a price rise of 
15% (they have already risen 13% by 
September). This still "privileged" 
character of the French proletariat 
with respect to its Italian, English 
and even American class brothers, 
who have seen their standard of liv- 
ing fall, explains why the workers 
have scarcely stirred for*almost a 
year, even if they feel with anxiety 
the sharp rise in prices or the re- 
duction in the temperature of their 
apartments for this winter. 

The reaction of the proletariat to 
the crisis manifests itself essen- 
tially in the "defense of their 
jobs": the workers of factories 
which are closed occupy the premis- 
es or demonstrate in the: streets 
(Titan-Coder in Maubeuge and Mar- 


seille, the occupation - of the France, sociated: producers. 


the occupation of the Annonay tan- 
neries). It is a question here of a 
defensive reaction of a small sector 
of the proletariat which still fol- 
lows the trade union instructions 
to "defend the tools of labor." 

It is at the end of the year that 
a confrontation may take place, un- 
doubtedly first in the automobile 
industry which has been forced to 
cut production and which in spite 
of that can not dispose of its stock 
of carse In the interests of. social 
peace the auto industry has main- 
tained its level of employment. It 
seems inevitable that capital will 
attack the workers in this sector. 
Which is to say, given the leading 
role of auto workers within the 
whole working class, an inevitable 
confrontation between the proletar- 
iat and capital. In any case, for 
the moment, the proletariat has ad- 
opted a wait and see attitude; a 
night watch before the class war. 

--by Chardin 
to be continued 
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its crises with World War I and 
World War II. It will "s vlve" this 
one with World War III unless we 
take action. 

The only real solution -to the cap=- 
italist crisis is the destruction of 
capital and wage-labor by the work- 
ing class through the revolutionary 
transformation of society from a 


-society of antagonistic classes in- 


to a classless society of ta aS 


FIGHT FOR SOCIALISM! 


~ The world we live in is a world 
where people are divided into classes - 
according to their role in production. 


m@ The two major classes in society are 


the capitalist class and the working 
class. The capitalists own. the means 
of production (factories, machines, - 


etc.) but produce nothing. The workers, © 


on the other hand, receive only meag— 
er wages forthe sale of their labor 
power ‘to the capitalists. Almost all 
production in society is done by the 
workers. However, almost all the ben- 
efits from this production go to the 
capitalists. The basis for production 
in this society is profit. The capi- 
talists are not interested in having 
thé workers produce things that peop- 
le can use or that people need. They 
are only interested in what makes them 
the biggest profit. Thus, while the 
capitalists get richer and richer, the 


workers are worse off than they were 


before. 
In order. to increase profits the 
capitalists resort to all sorts of 


atechniques which most of us are fam- 


iliar with:speed-up, wage cuts, unem- 
ploymerit, labor-saving machinery. 
While, for instance, labor-saving 
machinery would be progressive in a 
society run by the workers, it does 
nothing under capitalism but throw 
them on the dole. It is just another 
attack on the working class. 

Another feature of capitalist soci- 
ety is war. Every day there is a war . 
going on somewhere in the world. This 
is que to the necessity of the capital- 
ists to wage war in orger to get ahead 
of the capitalists in other countries. 


‘government is nothing more than-the | 


executive committee of the ruling class.. 


It is the owners of the big corpora- 
tions who have the final say as to what 
goes on. It is necessary to organize 
our own workers! councils. The coun- 
cils will be the class rule of the 
kers after the revolutionary over- 


_ throw of capitalism. When capitalism 


goes Congress will go with it. All. the 


cracy surrounding Congress is just . 


a sham to keep us tied to this system. 
It is democracy for the rich, for the 
capitalists. Our democracy will be 
real democracy, proletarian democracy,. 
‘the democracy of the many. We do not 
simply want a workers' government, we 
-want a workers' republic. 

In the process of waging the class 
struggle, the working class devel ops 
the revolutionary class consciousness 
necessary for carrying out its task of 
destroying the capitalist social order 
and replacing it with an international 
co-operative order of ail producers, 
socialism. The acquisition of. revolu- 
tionary class consciousness does not, 
~however, occuF simultaneously. through- 
out the class as a whole. Some workers 
will see the need for a revolutionary 
struggle against all the institutions 
and mystifications of capital (e.g. 
elections, unions, united fronts, na- 
tional liberation movements) before 
the rest. It is necessary for these 
revolutionary workers to organize 
themselves into a revolutionary party 
so as to carry out a coherent, ceh- 
tralizea COMMUNIST -intervention into 
the struggles of their class. The pur- 


of its ‘cadre. “It. is not a party of - 
"leaders" and "masses", with the “rank 
and file following "the line’; it is 
an organization of revolutionary com- 
munist.workers, whose fundamental id- 
ecological and programmatic agreement- 
enables them.to carry out coherent cen 
tralized intervention on the basis of © 
the fullest democracy. However, it is: = 
not-enough to build such a party here 
in the Unitea States. Capitalism is a 


‘world system. Even so-called '"Commun- 


ist" Russia and China are capitalist 
(state capitalist). In order to wage 
a successful worldwide struggle — 


‘against capitalism, the workers' strug 


gle and the revolutionary workers par- 
ty must be international. It is as 
part of the process of the development 
of the International Party of Revolu- 
tionary Workers that the Revolutionary 
Workers Group and WORKERS' TRUTH ex- 
ist. 

In 1917 the Russian workers, organ-_ 
ized in revolutionary soviets (work- - 
ers' councils), seized power under 
the leadership of the Bolshevik Party. 

However, the revolution was isolated 
due to the failure of the revolutim 
in Western Europe, and the Russian - 
workers, exhausted from the hard strug 
gle in a backward country, lost power 
as the Bolsheviks more and more sub- 
stituted their authority for that of 
the working class, until the point was 
reached in 1921 where the Bolsheviks — 
and the working class stood on opposites 
sides of the class line. However, des- 
pite the defeat of the workers in 1921, 
their struggle and victory in'1917 re- 


e working class has no interests in 
supporting these wars. What the work- 
ers want is peace. However, there can 


be no peace until the capitalists and 


their system have been removed from 
power and replacea by a society run 


by ‘the workers on an international co~ 


operative basis. 


To do this, it is of no use electing 


pose of this intervention is not to 
set themselves up as "leaders'', 
pose the necessity of generalizing is- 
olated struggles into a classwide 


struggle against the capitalist system. 


While such a party is both democratic 
and centralized, it is not "democrat- 
ic-centralist" in the Leninist sense 
of an artificial "iron discipline’. 
On the contrary, its centralization 


people to Congress or as President. The. comes from the living ideological 1 ink 


No. 2 

(available now) 
Contains: 

“Revolutionary Activity" 


| Read 
FORWARD 


A Journal of 
* ral — iy ¢ ear 


SUBSCRIPTIONS: $2.00 for 4 issues 
published irregularly 


price: 


Appeal to Our Readers | 


The deepening of the worldwide cri- 
sis of capitalism brings with it 
the widening and deepening of work- 
ing class struggle in response to 
the deterioration of the workers! 
living standards around the world. 
-This in turn makes greater demands 
on revolutionary communist workers’ 
to expand our publications so as to 
better combat the propaganda of the 
- various capitalist newspapers, be 
it from the large daily legitimate 
press or the myriad of right and 


"Theses on the Basic Tasks of the - 
Communist International" adopted by 
the Second Congress of. the Commun- 
ist International 
"Comments on the 
the Communist International'" 
An International Exchange: 


"Basic Tasks of 


"Introduction to 'Defense of the 
Proletarian Character of the Oc- 
tober Revolution'" § - 
by REVOLUTION INTERNATIONALE 
"Defense of the Proletarian Char- 
acter of the October Revolution" 
by INTERNACIONALISMO 
"Where INTERNACIONALISMO Goes 
Wrong on the Russian Revolution" 
by the Revolutionary Workers 
Group 
50 cents 


left wing capitalist sects who try 
to confuse and mystify the working 


class and deter it from its historic 
the destruction of capital- 


mission: 
ism and the wage-labor system and 
the building of socialism. Thus, we 
see aS an urgent necessity the ex- 
pansion of WORKERS' TRUTH from an 8 
page to a 12 page monthly paper. 
However, our funds are extremely 
limited, and printing and mailing 
costs are high and getting higher 
every day. Therefore we must ask 
you, our readers, to send whatever 


but to. 


mains, along with the Paris Commune of | 
1871, as a beacon for workers through- 
out the world. 

Under capitalism we workers are noth 
ing more than menials. We deserve a 
better life. We deserve social ism. 
However, it will not be handed to us 
on a platter. We must fight for it. 
For if we ao not fight for socialism, 
we will be handed barbarism. Socialism 
or barbarism? FIGHT FOR SOCIALISM! 
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"The Role of the British Labour 
Party: A Marxist Critique" 
"Declaration of Principles of the 
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"1919 Manifesto and Program of the 
Left Wing of the American Socialist 
Movement" 

"Comments on the '1919 Manifesto 
and Program of the Left Wing of the 
American Socialist Movement!" 

"1920 Theses of*the Abstentionist 
Communist Faction of the Italian 
Socialist Party" 
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you’ can to help us out. If you feel 
that WORKERS' TRUTH is a revolution- 
ary workers' paper, and if you feel 
as we do the urgent necessity for 
expanding revolutionary intervention 
into the struggles of our class, 
then please send us a contribution, 
however small or large it may be. 
Everything will be appreciated. 

Make checks payable to Revolutionary 
Workers Group, WORKERS' TRUTH or 
Cash and mail to RWG, PO Box 60161, 
1723 We Devon, Chicago, IL 60660- 
For our work, Comrades! 


